
■if/L According ten Lao sitrajfpo^mkl. President of the Central Ad*ai«t 


■ Wif'S 




'tl cte 


S&IA 


,;;ihg jurisdiction ■; between the Central Admins. atrat lens and to© .o^d 
'.'ftEJcoharaic (iommiseien '*<#&« not successful* and resistance of the- Land 
7Vg6ve*r^mentffi‘.. to' .Central Administration directives threatened the 
veht Ire economy of the z one & Reorganisation of. the Economic 
Ooi^lssion* ' revision of the functions of the central Administrate or 
/ and r e-» c oh a 1 1 tut I on of the relations between central and Land 
organisations had become : 'lnevlt&bleo 

, Although this necessity hfcd long been recognised^ the Central 
Administrations did not. expect to bo dissolved* until ' shortly 
before the actual occurrence c Erc?pt for a few Oomirunlsto who had 
bean informed of the impending action* west cf the top-level person 
he! of the Central Atoini strati ona believed that their ergaiiizatl 
would continue* although probably with title and .personnel changes/ 
Some felt that the Centra*- Administrations would bo maintained in • 
principle but would’ ba merged with the Economic' Commission* 

Jbe complete removal' of the Central- Administrations in the Economf.* 
Council meeting on 9 March 1948, therefore # had .the atmosphere of a 
-coup 'd’etat * So me advance notice had been' given two weeks before 
• by the establishment, of Minister Rau of Brandenburg .In the Central 
Admihl Strati on office end by (the intensive- activity ' ::: 

, . within the group* • During this’ period » In the growing confusion*' 

' two controversial currents- were,: particularly 'felts, the slight and 
weak resistance noh-Q ommuM st Central Adm5.nl at rat Ion personnel 
Cuuld make to the Comunist advance,; and the competition of the 
Communists among - themselves* on the first point* 8k r %ypo gynak i- : < 
largely through bis vie© president* Jjro Mi schler, tri cd, to oppose 
the directives given and the Intrigues ' engendered, by Rau and Litf 
adherents $ Mi nobler- even appealed to Karlsfcm v 8t (9 but In vaino* Or- 
the second point., there was a struggle; • between Leusch&er# . foraaor 
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head of the Economic Commission* a Comjjsunist, and Eau t , which ended 
with Rau *8 election as president of the new Economic Councllo 

4 Rau 1 s moat effective back* ng came from Walter Ulbricht* who played 
a dominant part In the planning and execution of the coup* He 
advised the Russians whom to eliminate and whom to include in the 
new organization and in what functions© Ulbricht was undoubtedly 
guided by his 1 ong~cheri shed desire., previously restrained by the 
Russians* of removing all non* Communist key officials from the 
economic adsnlai strati on and replacing them with "reliable" Communists 
This was his opportunity tc fill all the "politically open" posts* 

It is to be expected that President Pfifczner* Vice President ' 

Dr* Mischief and the statistician Professor B„ Gleitze will soon 
bf forced out* 

5;, In Slcrzypczynskl 5 s opinion., the abrupt dissolution of the Central 
.Ac mini strut i6.ns was too radical and too confused* Two years of 
administrative work was destroyed at one stroke* and the re-formed 
Economic Commission will hardly be in a position to rebuild it in 
a short time and to reestablish the administrative and economic 
connections between the zonal and lower level services* The con- 
tinuity and efficiency of work are also much endangered by the 
dismissal of personnel for political reasons, 

0c, Skrzypcsyhaki * a explanation of the Russian motives for this action* 
in order of priority* is the following: 

The Russians actually wanted to Increase the efficiency of the 
economic administration in the Russian ?on©,* which was not up 

to the highest standard* 

ba They wanted to surpusn the western powers in organization and 
thus in propaganda * The reorganisation cf the Russian 

Zone economic au.nl;vi.st T, f Mon was a counter to the bizonal or 
p b.Ly tri sonai &d;.\ in .* stvazl on* 

. c* Hpon the advice of U V •■■'V/ cri y Rav ; . and their coterie., the 

Ufc v/phted 'V* e t,v.» ©coiumv :■ -idninJ strati on of un- 
til* y P ?• •; the final date of 1 April 1948,. only 

re. ilr. or otherwise t^ifetvicrthy persons should be 

in -or ;>o:-itic.av. 
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